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Constitution, and in practice were intolerable to a man of his
temperament. Further, the Parliament employed such insane
methods in its work that he was no longer able to stand hearing
or seeing it.
In order to avoid misunderstanding (he said) I wish to declare that I
personally as Dictator called Parliament together and co-operated with
it constitutionally, even though I could have crushed the whole lot
under my thumb like a vile worm. When the third Seym began its work,
and I saw no possibility as Prime Minister of tolerating its methods,
I faced the alternative of introducing new laws or resigning. I chose
the second way.
He declared that he might have remained Prime Minister but
for the fact that the man holding that post had to have relations
with the Seym, which he stigmatized as "a sterile, jabbering,
howling thing that engendered such boredom as made the very
flies die of sheer disgust." The deputies behaved as if they were
in a common taproom. He continued:
All the time I was Prime Minister I was more Constitutional than
the Seym*, and no one can say that I have been wanting in democratic
convictions. I would that our deputies would not identify their methods
of work with democracy. They do democracy no honour. When the
third Seym started work, and as Prime Minister I saw the bad old habits
renewing their triumphs, I decided that once more I had to choose
between abandoning all collaboration with the Seym, while placing
myself at the disposal of the President to impose new institutions on
Poland, or I had to resign the Premiership. I resigned, and advised the
President to replace me by some personality willing to be head of the
Government—for a certain time. I added that in case of a grave crisis
I shall put myself at the disposal of the President, and boldly take respon-
sibility for decisions and face not less boldly their consequences.
PILSUDSKI ON VILNA
At the close of the interview Pilsudski intimated that, with the
consent of the President and of Bartel, the general guidance of
Poland's foreign policy would remain in his hands "as hereto-
fore/* On behalf of the Seym, Daszynski made a spirited reply to
the Marshal's criticisms.
At this time Poland's foreign policy was mainly occupied with
Lithuania, intransigent because of Vilna. Negotiations went on
but with such scant success that on July 25, 1928, Engted,

